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Q) ‘ Phylogenetic and taxonomic study on Japanese wild flowers
i Associate Professor Tadashi Yamashiro

Vincetoxicum flower visited by noctiud moth. Pollinarium attached to moth proboscis (red
arrow).

Example of inter-specific hybrid of Vincetoxicum species.
Left: V. japonicum, Middle: V. katoi, Right: Putative hybrid.

Approximately 5,000 vascular plant species have been
recorded in Japan. Some of them are well studied by
researchers, although our knowledge (e.g. taxonomical,
ecological, and phylogeny) are still poor for most of the
native Japanese plant species. I am studying about
taxonomy and phylogeny of the Japanese angiosperm.
Especially, I am interested in diversity of the species of
Apocynaceae-Asclepiadoideae. This taxa is characterized
by having massive pollen, so called pollinarium, as like
orchids. Many Japanese Asclepiadoideae species are
endemic and listed on Red list. I am going to analyze inter-
specific hybrid zone of the genus Vincetoxicum species

based on morphometric data and genetic variations.
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